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Application Serial No. 10/626,850 
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/ Claims 1-3, 9, 10 and 12-14 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Shah et al. (5,822,738). Claims 3 and 11 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shah in view of Official Notice. Reconsideration is 
respectfully requested. 

A problem with conventional virtual metering is that customers, i.e., mailers, 
using a virtual postage metering system to evidence postage on mail have to obtain a 
meter license for a meter account with a dedicated origin zip code. This meant the 
mailer had to go through a registration process with the United States Post Office 
(USPS) and wait for approval from the USPS for a meter license before the mailer was 
allowed to print postage obtained over the Internet. This delay, due to the mailer having 
to wait for approval for a meter license from the USPS before being able to print 
postage from a PC, can act as a deterrent to mailers to utilize PC postage. 
(Specification, paragraphs [0009] and [0023]). 

The present invention alleviates the problems of the prior art by providing a 
system and method that allows instant metering of online postage. In accordance with 
the present invention, a mailer can print postage on a PC printer without having a meter 
license or meter account . In one embodiment, a meter account is licensed to a vendor 
(and not the individual mailer) for dispensing postage to customers from a plurality of 
origin zip codes. A vendor meter account 50 is located at a remote Data Center 30. 
The meter account 50, which is assigned to the vendor, dispenses postage payment 
evidence to a plurality of customers 25. (Specification, paragraph [0031]). 

In view of the above, claim 1 recites a method for a vendor to dispense postage 
over a network to a remote personal computer that comprises "obtaining a meter license 
from the Post, said meter license being associated with a meter account assigned to the 
vendor, said meter account being maintained at a data center; receiving, via the 
network, a transaction request for postage from a customer using the remote personal 
computer, said transaction request including information from the customer, said 
information corresponding to the transaction requested and payment method; 
processing the requested transaction by requesting the data center to create evidence 



{10056965.1 \ 



Page 1 of 4 



Application Serial No. 10/626,850 
Pre-Appeal Brief Request for Review 

of postage payment and to account for the created evidence of postage payment in the 
meter account assigned to the vendor; effecting payment for the transaction based on 
the information received from the customer; receiving the evidence of postage payment 
created by the data center; and sending the evidence of postage payment to the remote 
personal computer for use by the customer." Thus, a mailer (customer) can print 
postage utilizing a meter account assigned to the vendor , and therefore the customer 
does not require a separate meter license or meter account. 

Shah et al. (U.S. 5,822,738) is directed to a modular postage accounting system 
in which a general purpose computer, a digital printer and a secure metering device 
(SMD) can be used to print postage. The SMD performs the accounting functions of a 
postage meter and generates encrypted postage indicia data for transmission by the 
computer to the digital printer and subsequent printing on a mailpiece. Alternatively, the 
SMD functions may be embedded within with a computerized meter resetting system 
(CMRS). Before a user can utilize the device in Shah, the user must obtain a license 
from the postal service and have a postal account established for the user by the postal 
service. As noted in Shah, "A user who has obtained the reguired license from the 
postal service can contact with the meter company to interface the user's general 
purpose computer to the CMRS computer via modem and telephone line." (Col. 2, lines 
13-16, emphasis added). 

Thus, in Shah, the customer must obtain the proper meter license from the post 
and establish an associated meter account assigned to the customer with the post. 
This is in direct contrast with the present invention, in which a customer can print 
postage utilizing a meter account assigned to the vendor instead of a meter license or 
meter account assigned to the customer. In Shah the accounting performed for any 
postage generated is done using an account assigned to the user . A multi-site user's 
individual sites can process mail continuously, with payment to the post office and 
replenishment of credit handled through central accounting facilities. As long as the 
user's central accounting facility maintains adequate fund reserves, the individual sites 
have access to an on-line service which provides postage on an as-needed basis. (Col. 
2, lines 55-61). Each user must, therefore, have a meter account with the postal service 
in order to print postage. 
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There is no disclosure, teaching or suggestion in Shah of a "meter license being 
associated with a meter account assigned to the vendor" as is recited in claim 1. 
Furthermore, there is no disclosure, teaching or suggestion in Shah of dispensing 
postage in response to a transaction request received by a vendor over a network from 
a customer that includes "processing the requested transaction by requesting the data 
center to create evidence of postage payment and to account for the created evidence 
of postage payment in the meter account assigned to the vendor " as is recited in claim 
1. 

The Office Action contends that the language of the claims does not prevent the 
customer to have the meter license or meter account assigned to the customer. (Office 
Action, page 6). Claim 1 clearly recites that the meter license is associated with a meter 
account assigned to the vendor and that the created evidence of postage payment is 
accounted for in the meter account assigned to the vendor. It is unclear what the basis 
is for the contention that the claim does not prevent the customer from having the meter 
license or meter account assigned to the customer, since the claim clearly recites that 
the meter license and meter account are assigned to the vendor. 

The Office Action further contends that Shah explicitly discloses the feature of 
the meter license or meter account being assigned to the vendor in Col. 1, lines 46-51 
and Col. 2, line 10-17. This contention is simply incorrect. Col. 1, lines 42-51, is 
reproduced below. 

In contrast, modern electronic meters are often capable of being 
reset directly by an authorized party, on-site (at the user's location) via a 
communications link. A system which performs meter resetting in this 
manner is known as a Computerized Meter Resetting System (or 
"CMRS"). The party having authority to reset the meter and charge the 
customer (usually the manufacturer or the postal authority) thus gains 
access to and resets the meter. 

This paragraph relates to recharging the meter with additional postage funds. 
Note, however, that the account is still assigned to the customer. There is nothing in 
this paragraph that discloses the account being assigned to the vendor. If the user has 
not obtained a proper meter license, the user will never be able to recharge the meter. 
The Office Action has not provided any indication of where in this passage it is explicitly, 
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or even implicitly, disclosed that a meter license or meter account is assigned to the 
vendor instead of to the customer as is traditionally done. 

Col. 2, lines 10-17, of Shah are reproduced below. 

In another embodiment, the present invention eliminates that 
requirement by embedding the SMD functions within the CMRS computer 
system. A user who has obtained the required license from the postal service can 
contract with the meter company to interface the user's general purpose 
computer to the CMRS computer via modem and telephone line. 

This passage clearly states "A user who has obtained the required license from 
the postage service and contract with the meter company . . ." This passage explicitly 
discloses that the meter license is associated with a meter account assigned to the 
customer (user) and not the vendor as is recited in claim 1. The Office Acton has not 
provided any indication as to how this passage, which explicitly requires the user to 
obtain a meter license, can be interpreted to disclose that the vendor obtains the meter 
license. 

For at least the above reasons, Applicants respectfully submit that claim 1 is 
allowable over the prior art of record. Claims 2, 3 and 9, dependent upon claim 1, are 
allowable along with claim 1 and on their own merits. 

Claims 1 0 and 14 include limitations substantially similar to claim 1 . For the 
same reasons given with respect to claim 1 above, Applicants respectfully submit that 
claims 10 and 14 are allowable over the prior art of record. Claims 11-13, dependent 
upon claim 10, are allowable along with claim 10 and on their own merits. 

In view of the foregoing remarks, it is respectfully submitted that the claims of this 
case are in a condition for allowance and favorable action thereon is requested. 
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